NEWS.

GEBRUDER BORNTRAEGER have issued a neat pamphlet containing a full
description of their numerous scientific publications.

PROFESSOR DR. GREGOR KRAUS has been called to the professqship of
betany in the University of Wiirzburg, as successor to the late Julius von

Sachs,

THE AMERICAN Book COMPANY announces the early appeara.ncef of “A
aboratory manual in practical botany,” by Charles H. Clark, Principal of
Windsor Hall, Waban, Mass.

ARRANGEMENTS have been made for an English translation of Pfeffer’s
"PbYSiOIOE)’," by Dr. Ewart, to be published by the Clarendon Press. A
French translation s also to be published in Paris.

MR. JouN W. HARSHBERGER has published an ecological sketch of the

vegetation of the Yellowstone hot springs in the American Journal of
Fhar macy for December 1897.

THE 1sS5UE of Photogravures of American Fungi, by C. G. Llo?fd. has
reached number 22. The last two numbers show fine reproductions of
Lepiota A mericana Pk., and Calvatia calata Bull,

’ PR. Gyura ISTVANFFI, chief of the botanical section of the Hungarian
Nationa] Museum at Budapest, and privat-docent in the University, has been
called to the professorship of botany in the University of Klausenburg.

A SIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH of the late Dr. J. E. Humphrey is published in
j‘f"" Hopkins University Circular 17 : no. 132, Nov. 1897, prepared by J: S.
‘Flngsley and B. W, Barton. A bibliography is appended, containing thirty
titles, xtending from 1886 to 1396.

E. KEMPE, 2 wholesale merchant of Stockholm, has established a fund of

39,000 kroner (about $40,000) for the foundation of a professorship and an

K‘ﬂitute of plant ecology in the University of Upsala. Dr. A. N, Lundstrom,
"Cent, has been called to the chair.

H i PMITTED to make announcement, at the proper time, of the death of
tnmry W, Bolander, whose collections on the Pacific coast have done so much
o <, Known the flora of that region, He had been a resident of Portland,

0
w‘;g]on + for some years, where he died August 28, 1897.
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DR. DOMENICO SACCARDO, of the Royal Botanical Garden at Padua
Just issued the first two centuries of a Mycotheca ltalica, seu Fungi s
exsiccati, which is said to contain some new species and many forms m
hitherto published in exsiccati. The price is f7. 15 per century.

THERE HAS JUST COME to us a paper by Professor Thomas C. Porter s
“The Pennsylvania-German in the field of the natural sciences.” [t cont
most interesting accounts of several botanical worthies, together with e
portraits. Among these we note M iihlenberg, Schweinitz, Wolle, and Garbe

AT THE thirteenth annual meeting of the Indiana Academy of Scient
held at Indianapolis December 29 and 30, 1897, fifteen botanical papers s
presented out of a total of eighty. The following officers were elected &
1898: President, C. A. Waldo, Purdue University; Vice-President, CE
Eigenmann, Indiana University ; Secretary, John S. Wright, Indianapos
The volume of proceedings is a public document, a limited numberbes

printed by the state, the copies being distributed by the state librarian unde
the direction of the Academy.

AN EXPEDITION for the collection of all classes of flowering and cryp¥
gamous plants is being arranged, for the season of 1898, to explore the L1
Plata and San Juan mountains of southeastern Colorado. Specimenswmh
secured to illustrate, so far as possible, not only the species of the region, b¥
also the range of variation due to environment, such as climate, 'altitudc,i‘
€Xposure. Sets of specimens will be sold at $7 per hundred, of either
complete series, or particular groups, as preferred. Prospective purchase
can obtain information of Mr. Carl F_ Baker, Auburn, Alabama.

WITH THE NEW YEAR the Pharmaceutical Review changes 1ts formff
quarto to large octavo. It also announces that more space will be-de""“”
the monthly review of pharmaceutical literature. To accommodaté thfm
amount of original matter which has increasingly crowded out these re::;‘
new journal, Pharmacentical Archives, will be ‘established under the fl’
ship of Dr. Edward Kremers, of the University of Wisconsin. The. e
of the Review is certainly more convenient than the old one, with its utﬂ
columned pages, which necessitated the annoying repagination oL

r‘ep rinted. We congratulate the editors on the improvement.

A BOTANICAL CLUB was organized in St. Louis last Decembcf;esw
kf‘own as the “Engelmann Botanical Club.” It is planned to g fe¥
bimonthly meetin o

| gs for the reading of papers and reviews, and 10 P,mfﬁ
da'ys. In the spring. The following officers were elected for 1898: W;
William Trelease - Vice-Presidents, G. W. Lettermann and Henf);iuﬁ
Secretary, Hermann von Schrenk. At the meeting of Januarywﬁ;@dl'

Pammel read a paper on the flora of lowa; J. B. S. Norton dis
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coloring matter of some North American Boraginacea, and H. von Schrenk
spoke of Merulius lacrymans and its occurrence in the cypress marshes of
northern Mississippi.

IN THE REPORT of the botanist of the Department of Agriculture for
1897, the work of the year is considered under the following heads: field
experiments with seeds, investigation of new crops, national herbarium,
economic herbarium, natural resources, weeds, poisonous plants, testing seeds
distributed by the department, seed investigation, support of the pure seed
movement, American medicinal flora. This gives some idea concerning the
subjects which have been interesting the division. The needs for the ensuing
year are said to be a building, permanent trial grounds, and an additional

assistant to investigate the subject of “natural agricultural belts or areas as
ndicated by the natural vegetation.”

- ONE of the most vigorous of American scientific societies is the American
Society of Naturalists, Founded in 1383, meeting annually between Christmas
and New Years in some one of the eastern cities, and aiming to promote
those interests which naturalists have in common, it has not only grown itself,
but it has attracted to meet with it several other leading scientific societies,
Tbefmnual meetings of these affiliated societies have become of rapidly increas-
& importance, until at present they are second to none in this country In
fiuence and valye, For two or three years past associations of animal mor-
Phologists, animal physiologists, animal anatomists, psychologists, and finally
anthropologists have met to hold, along with sessions of their own, others in
“mmon with co-workers in related fields. In this development botanists
:;?:Z::::’l‘ 10 part. A few ha.ve been accustomed. to atFen'd the meetings oiﬁ
attracted thSOClety , the I.Vatu.ralnst.s, but as the §pecxal societies have gradu.ally
Wi € more special biological subjects into themselves, these .meetmgs
ot e :“:ootf less use to them.. A.t thé same time many bo.tamsts have
ding mith 11 :s Va.luable opportflmt.y 1s being wasted by their fallur'e to meet
. € Vigorous organizations, and, moreover, that the science and

brought so con ‘Her by their silence w.hen th(? related. scienf:es are being
itse]f at the ;h‘f'lc‘?O“Sl): and fayorat.)ly Into n.otlce. Th.15 feeling expres§e
Present, angd thl addph.‘a meeting 1n 1895 in a m.eetmg of the botam;t:s
H“mphrey ¢ ; .appomtme.nt of.a committee, .w1th the late.Dr.. ‘J.. f
fo"“i"gabm chairman, FO investigate the questlon. of the desuabn.ht)‘ f?
SOCieties. B.amcal Oorganization to meet annually with the otl?er scientific
“Onvinced mltc o]:respondence during the ensuing yeartl?e committee became
and it became there vfras no call for a new botanical society of gfenc?ral scope,
of membershipao(:l!:snon of a society of special character ar.xd hmflt;dtri?ftz
PrESent at the izostmc;nc. Thls report was made t.0 a meetmgbor 33139(,
and thoge fftaea nleet:ng of th.e af’ﬁhatc?d societies, Decembe 30,129
, after full discussion, constituted themselves a ** Committee
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on the organization of a society for vegetable morphology and physiologs
meet annually with the American Society of Naturalists.” Those prees
were Messrs. W, G. Farlow, W. P. Wilson, ]. M. Macfarlane, Mlss
Gregory, B. L. Robinson, R. Thaxter, H. M. Richards, J. M. Greenman ¥
F. Ganong. W. F. Ganong was appointed secretary. During lﬁe
eleven other botanists were invited to join the committee, and M
They were Messrs. G. L. Goodale, Miss Clara E. Cummings, D. P, Pen%
G. E. Stone, W. C. Sturgis, |. E. Humphrey, B. T. Galloway,.E.E.i%
L. H. Bailey, G. F. Atkinson, E. A. Burt. During the year a sciéntific o
Ing was arranged for, which was held along with the afﬁliated'soc&!
Ithaca, December 28, 1897, and which is fully reported in this num:g
GAZETTE, Ata business session on December 27th, the Committee orgae
itself into a “Society for the promotion of research in plant mo!?m
and physiology, with the general understanding that it shall meet with
American Society of Naturalists,” and adopted as a name, ““ Society f""’
morphology and physiology.” Rules for the government of the somﬂ!"
drawn up and the following new members were elected : V.M. Spal%ﬂ
Webber, W. T. Swingle, W. W. Rowlee, J. W. Harshberger, D. G--F
R. A. Harper, A. F. Woods, A. ]. Pieters, G. H. Hicks, H.C. P'—f~. ~
Harriet L. Merrow, Theo. Holm. Officers for the ensuing year were 6es
as follows: President, W. G. Farlow: Vice-Presidents,]. M. Macfaﬂ“§l ‘
Atkinson; Secretary-Treasurer, W. F. Ganong. Membership 1s of W:
limited geographically, but it is expected mainly to be drawn from thllﬁ ’
live near enough to the places of meeting of the Society of Naturalst®
enable' them tc.; a.ttend regularly. R
This description of its origin will show that the new society I8 e
least intended to interfere in any way with the work of the older S0

oee

but it is meant to fll a place which they do not occupy. [t seems ph;*
founders that botanical activity in this country has become great! w'
need all of these societies for its expression, and specialized..e‘.’mh:;:f‘
special societies devoted to particular branches of i, a COﬂdm‘m' ry
realized some time ago in the sister science of zoology.—W. F. GaNON:




